
Dear applicant,  

Thanks for your inquiry. Depending on funding, I may look for graduate student(s) for the Fall semester next 
year. Our group’s research focuses on subsurface fluid flow & transport modeling (e.g., geostatistics, scaling, 
inversion, and uncertainty quantification), thus from the graduate applicants, I look for programming (e.g., 
Fortran, C, Python, R) and English communication skills in addition to the ability to think independently. Some 
of our projects involve field work, thus the ability to work with instruments and drive in rugged terrains is also 
required. 

Our graduate degree program is competitive and many students apply to my group every year. Thus, I would 
recommend that applicants: (1) send in the complete application by the annual deadline; (2) have taken 
advanced courses such as numerical analysis, differential EQs, Linear Algebra, Statistics, Physics, and AI. 
Students accepted into our graduate program will be supported by RA, TA, scholarship, fellowship, or a 
combination of the above, pending satisfactory performance during graduate study.  

If the above fits your background and interests, please consider submitting an application to our graduate 
admission program (http://www.uwyo.edu/geolgeophys/apply/). The annual application window is October 1 - 
January 15, which admits students for the next Fall semester. Please do not send me your application, as faculty 
cannot make an offer directly. Below, I will explain the steps & timeline:  

(a) Every January, I review all completed applications to my group to determine an initial short list. 
(b) I will conduct Zoom interviews with the short-listed candidates. If the candidate has a M.S. degree and is applying to 

our Ph.D. program, he/she will be invited to give a 30 min research presentation during the interview.  
(c) Select candidates will be interviewed* by members of the Graduate Admission Committee (GAC) consisting of 

faculty in the department (if I happen to serve on this committee this year, I will not be part of this interview). 
(d) Majority vote by GAC determines a recommendation of admission, but final decision lies with the Department Head 

in consultation with the Chair of GAC.  

* campus visit (U.S. based candidates only: the department has a modest travel budget to cover this) or a Zoom interview 
(international applicants). U.S. based candidate can opt for a Zoom interview instead. The process outlined here takes 
place from January to April: if a candidate turns us down, the offer goes to the next-in-line with additional interviews. By 
mid April, all rejection letters will be sent by the Department Head. 

In evaluating a candidate, we look at all: GPA, language scores (if international), statement, 
recommendation letters, and the interview. Applicants with the best overall scores are selected. Some 
applicants have inquired about being exempted from the admission process: the department will not guarantee 
financial support for an “exception” student who has not been screened by the GAC.   

Finally, if you're interested pursuing a PhD degree, please review the following links that explain something 
about PhD research. It is not for everyone.  

What is a PhD?    How to do Research  Insights into grad school    Laws of Herman  

http://www.uwyo.edu/geolgeophys/apply/
http://www.cs.purdue.edu/homes/dec/essay.phd.html
https://dspace.mit.edu/handle/1721.1/41487
https://www.cs.unc.edu/%7Eazuma/hitch4.html
https://www.nature.com/articles/nj7124-228a

