
Geomorphic labels for the terrains of Earth 
Label    Dominant physical processes 
 
Glaciated   Glacial processes  
Periglacial   Permafrost & freeze/thaw 
Tundra/Steppe   freeze/thaw & lowland processes 
Alpine *   Landslide, steep slope & freeze/thaw 
Upland (hills, not mtns) ** Slope & creep processes 
Fluvial and floodplain  ** fluvial and creep 
Prairie & lowlands **  creep  
Forest (temperate) **  creep 
Forest (humid, rain) **  creep 
Desert *   Wind & sheetwash 
Coastal    waves 
Deltaic & Estuarine   fluvial and tides 
Karst    (chemical) 
Tectonic/volcanic *  Slope processes 
Relic    (chemical) 
 
 
 


